[Is nasal cavity melanoma radioresistant? A case of long term control of neck nodal metastasis by radiotherapy].
Nasal cavity melanoma is a rare neoplasm bearing grave prognosis because of rapid development of local failure and/or distant metastases, which are usually fatal. A case of 56 year old woman, who was referred to Maria Skłodowska Memorial Cancer Institute in Gliwice, Poland, for observation after radical maxillectomy because of nasal cavity melanoma is described. After six months of follow-up she developed large isolated lymphatic metastasis in heterolateral subdigastric node. As a result of administering a course of radical radiotherapy (59 Gy in 24 fractions/30 days) complete remission of this lesion was attained. During next 11 years of follow-up neither locoregional recurrence nor distant metastases were observed. The article describes current suggestions, based on Medline literature search, regarding treatment of isolated nodal melanoma recurrence, with particular emphasis on the possible role of radiotherapy in this clinical setting.